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Please refer to our Policies website page here for our full admissions policy and charging
procedures. This document provides additional guidance for families applying for the Early
Years government funding.

Early Years Charging

Government funding is intended to cover the cost to deliver 15 hours a week of free, high
quality, flexible childcare only. It is not intended to cover the cost of meals, consumables,
additional hours or additional services.

For the academic year 2025/2026, the following fees will apply when families claim a funded
entitlement as part of their childcare arrangements:

e The Nursery day runs from 8:00am to 3:30pm and is divided into two sessions. The
morning session runs from 8:00am to 12:30pm and the afternoon session runs from
12:30pm to 3:30pm.

e Fees for morning sessions are charged at £9.03 per hour which equates to £40.64
per day.

Afternoon sessions are covered by the Early Years funding.

A two course hot lunch is provided between 12 noon and 12:30pm and is charged at
a cost of £3.55 per day.

Snacks are provided free of charge, as are toiletries and personal care items.

After school care is offered at £3 per half an hour from 3.30-6pm and breakfast club
is available from 7:30am to 8:00am at a cost of 50p per day.

Charges for additional services such as trips will be agreed in advance with families.
Fully funded places are available.

Other charges for parents who wish to access additional hours outside the 15 hours of
funded provision:
e Registration. This fee of £120 is non-refundable and charged on application for a
place. This is voluntary for those accessing a fully funded place (PM sessions only).
e Deposit. This fee of £500 is payable on acceptance of a place at Norwich High
School as outlined in the contract. The deposit will be held until the child’s final term
in the School and will be refunded as soon as is reasonably practicable after this,
less any outstanding fees, additional charges or fees in lieu of notice due to the
school or the GDST. For children accessing a fully funded place, deposits will be
refunded within 6 weeks of the commencement of their place.
e Parents accessing additional hours will also be required to sign a formal contract with
the GDST. This will also guarantee a place for the child in Reception subject to the
conditions outlined in the contract.


https://www.norwichhigh.gdst.net/about-us/policies-and-reports/

Admissions

Families applying to access funded hours only should contact the school to discuss the
admissions process. Please note, a fully funded place in Nursery does not guarantee entry
into Reception and parents will need to apply formally in order to join the school for their
daughter’'s compulsory education.

The funded entitlements will be delivered consistently so that all children accessing any of
them will receive the same quality and access to provision, regardless of whether families
opt to pay for optional hours, services, meals or consumables.

As part of the registration process, parents/carers will be required to provide documentation
to evidence their child’s date of birth. This is to confirm they have reached the eligible age for
the funded entitlement. A copy will not be retained but may be requested again later by the
Local Authority for audit or fraud investigation purposes.

Families accepting a 3-year-old place will be able to claim the entitlement until their
child(ren) is/are eligible for the 4-year-old funding universal entitlement or working parent
entitiement.

Early Education is offered within the national parameters:
e no session to be longer than 10 hours
e no minimum session length (subject to the requirements of registration on the Ofsted
Early Years Register)
not before 6.00am or after 8.00pm
a maximum of two sites in a single day

Early Education is offered to families during school term time only as outlined on the school
website here (totalling 34.6 weeks of the year for the 2025/6 academic year).

e Funded sessions can be claimed for up to 5 afternoon sessions per week, 12:30pm-
3:30pm Mon-Fri
e There are 20 places available in the Nursery.

The Admissions and Charging Policies are issued to all families as part of the registration
process. They are also available on our website here. As an independent provider, entry to
Norwich High School is based on the child meeting our entrance admission policy
requirements supporting the ‘all through’ nature of the school encouraging progression of our
students throughout their educational journey to age 18. Children entering Nursery are not
given a formal assessment, but are invited to an informal play session of about an hour
during which they are observed and the development of their early skills, such as their
communication and motor control, is assessed in the Nursery classroom.

We will work in partnership with parents, carers, childcare providers, the local authority, and
other organisations to improve provision and outcomes for children in our setting. Where
required we will seek parent / carer consent to collect, share and use a child’s information in
accordance with the Data Protection Act and General Data Protection Regulations.


https://www.norwichhigh.gdst.net/term-dates/
https://www.norwichhigh.gdst.net/about-us/policies-and-reports/

Our setting is liaising with the local authority to work towards making the Flourish Pledge, to
improve the lives of children and young people in Norfolk.

To ensure a smooth transition for the child, we will work closely with families to discuss and
agree how a child’s overall care will work in practice where an entitlement is split across
different providers, and where possible when families transfer their funding claim to a new
setting.

We are required to have arrangements in place to support children with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). These arrangements include a clear approach to
identifying and responding to SEND. We make reasonable and practicable SEND
adjustments in line with the needs of each child.

This means we will:

e follow the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework to
provide an inclusive environment for all children and their families, together with the
requirements to comply with the Equalities Act and the Special Educational Needs
and Disability Code of Practice.

e monitor and review children’s progress and development in partnership with families.
Where a child appears to be behind expected levels of development or where a
child’s progress gives cause for concern a graduated approach will be adopted with 4
stages of action: Assess, Plan, Do & Review.

e provide information to families on how their child’s development is being supported
and in agreement, consent will be sought to apply for additional funding and request
support from outside agencies where necessary.

e Signpost to our SEND Leads in School. More information can be found on our
website here.

e We contribute to the ‘SEN Local Offer’ in Norfolk through offering work experience
placements in Early Years, training staff internally to Level 3 TA and running our stay
and play community groups ‘Baby Bugs’ and ‘Little Caterpillars’.

We aim to identify all children that may attract any additional funding such as EYPP, DAF,
SEND Inclusion Fund and any locally available funding streams with a view to submit a
claim/application to support and improve their outcomes. This will be in partnership with
families and consent will be sought prior to submitting a claim/application.

Complaints

Our Complaints Policy is issued to all families as part of the registration process. It is also
available on our website here.

Where parents/carers are not satisfied that their child is receiving the free entitlement in the
correct way (as set out in this funding agreement and in Early Education and Childcare
Statutory guidance for local authorities), a complaint can be submitted directly to the Head.


https://www.norwichhigh.gdst.net/about-us/diversity-and-inclusion/
https://www.norwichhigh.gdst.net/about-us/policies-and-reports/

